
Contract for Indigent Defense

IN

The 106™ Judicial District Court of Texas
Dawson, Garza and Lynn Counties

1. introduction

The county of Dawson ("COUNTY") and The Law Offices of Arthur Aguilar, Jr.
("ATTORNEY") are the parties to this agreement. The Distria Judge of the 106*'' Judicial
Distria ("DISTRICT JUDGE") is the appointing authority approving ATTORNEY to
represent indigent criminal defendants in COUNTY. This agreement establishes conditions
under which ATTORNEY will provide legal representation for indigent criminal
defendants in COUNTY.

2. SCOPE OF WORK

ATTORNEY will provide legal representation for indigent criminal defendants in
COUNTY for felony cases only. Under this contract, a felony will be considered to be any
criminal offense that carries a possible punishment of confinement in excess of one year or
that is classified as a State Jail Felony, Third Degree Felony, Second Degree Felony or First
Degree Felony by the Penal Code of Texas. Under this contract, ATTORNEY will
represent only those defendants designated by DISTRICT JUDGE, and no file shall be
opened or appearance made under this contract except by order of DISTRICT JUDGE.
ATTORNEY shall represent such defendants in the trial court and on direct appeal in any
of the appellate courts to which such case is appealed. Post conviction writs are
extraordinary and are NOT covered in this contraa. Capital Murder Trials where the State
elects to pursue the Death Penalty are NOT covered in this contract. This contract does
not cover any juvenile or misdemeanor work in the 106*'' Judicial District. However, if an
indigent defendant has a misdemeanor charge as well as a felony charge, ATTORNEY will
hanffie the misdemeanor charge at no extra cost to COUNTY as long as the misdemeanor
charge is taken into account in determining sentence for the felony offense as provided in
Section 12.45 of the Texas Penal Code. Otherwise, ATTORNEY will consider the
indigent defendant to be under this contract for only the felony case. ATTORNEY shall
meet qualifications and shall devote time, attention and energies to the performance of
duties under this contract pursuant to the provisions of the lOb*** Judicial District's Local
Indigent Defense Plan, including but not limited to the qualifications set out in the
Application/Affidavit for the 106*'' Judicial District Court Attorney Appointment List.
DISTRICT JUDGE will monitor ATTORNEY'S caseload under this contract to ensure
that the quality and effectiveness of ATTORNEY'S representation of defendants is not
compromised and that each defendant is being provided effective representation. If
DISTRICT JUDGE finds that ATTORNEY'S representation is being compromised or is
felling below that which is expected by the Court, DISTRICT JUDGE will make
adjustments to ATTORNEY'S caseload. ATTORNEY'S caseload imder this contract shall
not exceed 500 actual cases in Dawson, Garza and Ljmn Counties in the 106*** Judicial
District.












